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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £x] Claim(s) 1-7.10.11 and 14-17 is/are rejected. 

7) I3 Claim(s) 8.9.12.13 and 18-20 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 15 March 2005 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: spring (194), see specification , paragraphs [0025] and [0026]. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 13, 
line 30, change "next 608" to "nest 608". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,751 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1725 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -7, 10, 11,14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Vongfuangfoo et al. ( US Patent No. 5598775). 

Vongfuangfoo et al. discloses a welding method and a fixture (10) comprising: 
a stationary pivot block (42) attached to a base (40), wherein said stationary pivot block 
is located adjacent to a nest (46, 47) for maintaining an object (12) to be welded, 
wherein said nest is located above and upon said base; a pivot arm (50) associated with 
a pivot arm insert (52), wherein said pivot arm rotates about a pivot point (44) provided 
by a pin press component associated with said stationary pivot block, such that said 
pivot point is fixed to said stationary pivot block in relation to said object to be welded 
and wherein said pivot arm is positioned parallel to said nest; and a spring block (56) 
connected to said stationary pivot block, wherein said spring block provides tension to 
said pivot arm in order to permit a user to maintain said object upon said base with a 
desired tension for welding thereof; a torsion spring (78) and an adjustable position 
spring block (16) with a screw (80) and adjustable slots(84-86) to regulate spring 
tension (Vongfuangfoo et al., figures 1- 13, Column 2, line 41 - column 4 line 64). 

Regarding claim 10, attention is drawn to the fact that claims 1 and 10 are similar 
except that the object to be welded in claim 10 is a sensor. However the features 
disclosed in the welding fixture of Vongfuangfoo et al. are inherently suitable for holding 
a sensor, therefore meets the limitations as recited in claim 10. 
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Claims 5-7 and 1 1 are drawn to a recitation of the intended use of the claimed 
invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the 
prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the 
prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 
See In re Casey, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 1967) and In re Otto, 136 USPQ 458, 459 
(CCPA 1963). Regarding the [object to be welded (SAW), sensor, these limitations are 
directed to a manner of operating the apparatus to make a sensor]. The examiner notes 
that neither the manner of operating a disclosed device nor material/article worked upon 
further limit an apparatus claim. Said limitations do not differentiate apparatus claims 
from the prior art. See MPEP 2114 and 2115. Further, the examiner notes that 
intended use limitations, such as ["making a sensor; wherein said object to be welded 
comprises a sensor device"] do not have patentable weight in an apparatus claim. See 
Ex parte Thibault, 164 USPQ 666, 667 (Bd. App. 1969) that states "Expressions relating 
the apparatus to contents thereof and to an intended operation are of no significance in 
determining patentability of the apparatus claim." 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8, 9,12,13 and 18- 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The instant application is deem to be nonobvious improvement over 
Vongfuangfoo et al. The improvement comprises: in dependent claims (8, 9, 12 and 13), 
a nest, a pivot arm and a pivot arm insert formed from a copper material in order to 
dissipate heat and prevent accidental welding of said object to said nest or said pivot 
arm; said pivot arm insert comprises a copper insert that permits clearance between 
said pivot arm and a plurality of metal pins associated with said object to be welded, 
thereby permitting said user to rotate said object in said nest for multiple spot welding 
positions, also in method claims (18-20); wherein said object to be welded comprises a 
sensor device, said sensor device comprises a SAW sensor device having at least one 
quartz component therein. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cox et al. (US 6189210), Whiteman (US 5362036), Crew et al. 
(US5295700), Lawrence et al. (US 5244195), Ushiki et al. (US 5181646), Kwan et al. 
(4804130) and Wagner (US 4216401), are also cited on PTO-892. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Aboagye whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8165. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dunn can be reached on 571-272-1171. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto:gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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